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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


S.F. public schools to close 


Berkeley, San Mateo and West Contra Costa also shut amid outbreak 


CORONAVIRUS 
NEWS UPDATES 


Markets dive — 
worst day since ’87 


Pandemic spurs huge stock 
sell-off. The Dow drops 10%, 
and the S&P 500 falls 9.5%. DI 


‘March Madness’ 
canceled by NCAA 


Unprecedented move to cancel 
the men's and women's basket- 
ball tournaments was “based on 
the evolving COVID-19 public 
health threat,” the NCAA sald. B1 


Baseball season 
on hold for 2 weeks 


A day after the NBA canceled 
the rest of its season, Major 
League Baseball shuts down 
spring training and suspends the 
start of its regular season. BT 


Tom Hanks among 
COVID-19 patients 


‘The actor and his wife, who are 
visiting Australia, are among 
high-profile people to announce 
positive tests, including the wife 
of Canada’s prime minister. A2 
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Claudia Mendez arrives to pick up her daughter, Natalie Cetina, 6, from Cesar Chavez Elementary School in San Francisco. Official who dined 
with Trump positive 


President says he's “not con- 
cerned" about Brazilian's test 
result. White House has not said 
‘Assignment Editor: Howisyour | Whether Trump will be tested as 
family coping? What questions | 2 result. an 
wouid you like answered? 7 
projects.sfchronicle.com/2020 | Benefits eased 
/school-closure-questions for city workers 


By Jill Tucker 
and Kevin Fagan 


»» FAQ: Questions answered 
about San Francisco Unified's 
school closures. a8 
San Francisco's 113 public 
schools — serving 54,000 stu- 
dents — will shut down for 
three weeks starting Monday 
to curb the spread of the coro- 
navirus as the city struggles to 


prevent a surge in cases, the SF. city employees will be al- 
district announced Thursday region reflecting the rapidly | lowed early access to sick time 
‘The district was the first of 


expanding response to the and vacation time. c7 
COVID-19 crisis. r 


West Contra Costa Unified | Home prices might 


will close to more than 30,000 
Students for three weeks start- | drop due to virus 


were almost sure to be more in ing Monday. Berkeley Unified California Association of Real- 
the coming days, along with San Franeisco school board President Mark Sanchez discusses will close to 9,800 students for | tors expects virus to cause home 
other measures across the the decision to close the city's public schools for three weeks. Schools continues on A8 | prices and sales to fall. DI 


BART has plan “ I cannot really stay here 30 days. I love San Francisco, AS testing 


of course ... But I need to get home.” 


of ‘last resort’ Philippe Pfeifer, Swiss businessman trying to reschedule bis flight bome from SEO falls short, 


for health crisis questions 
by Racha ran abound 


By Erin Allday 


six Thursday in the Bay Area 
to announce the closing of 
schools serving tens of thou- 
sands of students — and there 


BART is dusting offan emergency plan to deal 
witha pandemic — and among the possible ac- 
tions are reducing service or shutting down the 
trains. 

“That would only bea last resort for BART, 
said Jim Allison, an agency spokesman. "We are 
an essential service. We know that many people 
can’t work from home and that they have no 
other choice than to use public transportation.” 

‘The agency has long kept contingency plans in 
case of an earthquake, terrorist attack, pandemic 
or other grave disaster. Itincludes staffing rec- 
ommendations ifthe rail system is directed to 
run fewer trains, as well asa procedure to bring the state had tested positive — 
trains into the yard and secure the stations. It f 5 a but potentially thousands more 

BART continues on A7 sf inset x people are actually infected. 
Kate Munsch / Special to The Chronicle | Nationwide, fewer than 10,000 
Aouie Rubio gets a hug from her father, Mandy Remigio, after arriving at SFO | people have been tested, and 
on a United flight from Paris with her husband, Leonard Rubio (left). roughly 1,300 cases havebeen 
reported. 


Confusion, stress Airports, stocks, travelers („nsss 
for quarantined slammed by European ban e ertette thet ori 
ship’s passengers maes are prevente oleis 


Testing for the new coronavi- 
rus remains dramatically inade- 
quate to meet demand, even 
with recent upticks in capacity, 
say public health and infectious 
disease experts, 

Fewer than 2,000 Califor- 
nians have been tested since the 
first U.S. cases were reported in 
late January. As of Thursday 
morning, around 200 people in 


nities. In some cases, the short- 


By Mallory Moench and Online | TheysuspectFrancewillgoon | from testing the people most in 
By Anna Bauman and Heather Knight Tatiana Sanchez extras lockdown soon and fights will | need, such asresidentsof an 
stop altogether. assisted living facility in Sacr: 
Passengers trapped in their rooms for days Nicolas Weglinski and Nhuvi Coronavi- | “Return is possiblenow,but | mento County, where one elder- 
on the Grand Princess cruise ship cheered Nguyen, just married in Paris, tus track | tomorrow?” Nguyen,34,said | ly patient has died from CO- 
when they sailed under the Golden Gate Bridge | hadbeenon their West Coast | | er: Maps show | while waitingin San Francisco | VID-19, the illness caused by 
on Monday and disembarked at the Port of honeymoon foronedaywhen | all casesin International Airporttogeton | coronavirus. 
Oakland. But the ordeal is far from over. President Trump banned most | Californlaand | 34 p.m. flight to Paris. “We “We need testing because the 
In the days following, passengers who are travelfrom Europetothe U.S. | the country. won'tknow.” only way that you can mitigate 
quarantined at Travis Air Force Base in Fair- toclampdownonthecoronavi- | Sfehronicte. Trump’sEuropetravelban | the spread ofa pandemicis to 
field have described a disorganized situation rusoutbreak. comnts ‘corona | Wednesday eveningreverber- | test at dramatically higher lev- 
that is creating a roller coaster of anxiety, bore- | ‘The couple faceda difficult mAP | ated throughout the Bay Area, a | els so you can identify folks who 
dom and frustration. Some of the passengers | choice: Stay on their honeymoon Podcast: | huge travel market that ina areinfected, get them to self 
say they haven't received tests for coronavirus | or go? Fearing that they could get Fifth& | normal yearseesmorethan so | isolateand stop the spread,” 
despite showing symptoms, while other pas- | stuck in the US. paying for hotels Mission” is | million people fly through SFO. | said San Jose Mayor Sam Lic- 
sengers say they have been denied basic sup- | and foodand missing work, the | working from | Whatisnowrecognizedasa | cardoatanewsconference 
plies, as well as answers on their medical condi- | coupleabandoned their plans | home. global pandemic has hit the ‘Thursday. Santa Clara County 
tions. andjettedbacktotheairportsix | sfchronicte. | tourismindustryhard.Ona | has 48 cases — morethan any 


Passengers continues on A7 | hoursaftertheygotthenews. | com/fifth Travel continues on A9 Testing continues on A9 


